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Spanish prosecutors accused Shakira of six charges of tax evasion for failing to pay over $16 
million in taxes on 2012–2014 income. The allegations came nearly a year after Shakira was 
identified in the 2017 Paradise Papers, a massive study into how celebrities legally stash money 
abroad. Shakira flatly disputed prosecutors’ claims. Where she lived between 2012 and 2014 
was key to her case: In 2011, Shakira acquired a private island in the Bahamas, where tax rates 
are lower. She denied being in Spain during that period, declaring her domicile as the Bahamas. 
Spanish authorities said she was using the Bahamas for tax purposes. After living in Barcelona 
with her ex, Spanish soccer player Gerard Pique, Shakira did not formally identify Spain as her 
domicile until 2015. 
 
The lawsuit resumed in 2022 after Shakira’s agents indicated that the singer would go to trial 
rather than settle. Shakira told Elle last year that the charges were “false accusations.” Reuters 
reported that she accepted the charges, a €7 million fine, and a €438,000 fine on Monday to 
escape a three-year jail sentence. Spanish prosecutors had wanted an eight-year sentence and 
a $26 million punishment. 
 
Shakira Isabel Mebarak Ripoll is a Colombian singer, composer, dancer, and philanthropist. 
Born in Barranquilla, Colombia, on February 2, 1977, her pop, rock, and Latin American style 
made her famous worldwide. Shakira is one of the most famous and influential singers in the 
world after decades. 
 
Early life and career 
Early musical and dancing enthusiasm led Shakira to perform. She became famous in Colombia 
with her first two albums, “Magia” (1990) and “Peligro” (1993), released as a teenager. She 
became a Latin American sensation with her third album, “Pies Descalzos” (1995), which was 
critically acclaimed and commercially successful. 
 
International breakthrough 
The 2001 album “Laundry Service” with the smash track “Whenever, Wherever.” launched 
Shakira’s global career. She flawlessly blended rock, pop, and traditional Latin rhythms on the 
record. Her unique voice and belly-dancing charmed audiences worldwide. 
 
The Musical Evolution 
Shakira has experimented with many genres and worked with diverse musicians throughout her 
career. Her albums “Fijación Oral, Volumen 1” (2005) and “Oral Fixation, Vol. 2” (2005) covered 



love, politics, and personal growth, demonstrating her versatility. Her multilingual singing in 
Spanish, English, Portuguese, and Arabic shows her devotion to cultural diversity. 
 
Philanthropy and Activism 
Shakira is recognized for her philanthropy and singing. She started the Pies Descalzos 
Foundation to educate and feed disadvantaged Colombian youngsters. Her philanthropic work 
includes fighting poverty and promoting education worldwide. 
 
Global Impact 
Shakira’s influence goes beyond music and charity. Fashion, dancing, and language have been 
impacted by this cultural figure. The “Shakira effect” occurs when others try to imitate her 
belly-dancing moves. Multiculturalism and Latin American media portrayal have also been 
shaped by her. 
 
Personal Life 
Shakira’s personal life has been scrutinized throughout her career, notably following her 
high-profile romance with Gerard Piqué. After dating in 2010, the pair had two children. Both 
Shakira and Piqué have private yet public lives, attracting media attention. 
 
Misinformation, rumors 
Despite her success, Shakira has faced myths and disinformation. Misinformation regarding her 
personal life and legal issues has surfaced. Fans and the public must check information from 
credible sources to prevent spreading misinformation. 
 
 
 
 


