
Bookseller 

Entry Level  

What does a bookseller do? 

Booksellers play a key role in creating a welcoming and knowledgeable atmosphere 
for customers. Their day-to-day tasks typically include helping customers find books, 
offering recommendations, and keeping shelves well organised and stocked. They 
may also handle sales at the till, manage deliveries, and update displays to highlight 
new titles or seasonal themes.  

Over time, a bookseller develops a strong understanding of the shop’s range and the 
reading interests of its community, helping to make the bookshop a friendly and 
engaging place to browse and discover new reads.  

Booksellers also support and work with the bookshop owner/manager in developing 
the range of stock and brainstorming ideas for bookshop displays.  

Which are the most important qualities for potential booksellers? 

• Enthusiasm: passionate about books and about sharing that passion with 
customers 

• Interpersonal Skills: the ability to work happily alongside colleagues (as a 
team player) and with a broad range of customers 

• Patience: particularly in terms of customer service 
• Organisational Skills: including an ability to prioritise and to multi-task 
• Communication Skills: the ability to communicate clearly and effectively 

with customers and colleagues (speaking, reading, writing) 
• An ability to remain calm whilst working under pressure 
• Common Sense 
• Good Energy Levels 

Who does a bookseller work with? 

A bookseller will generally report direct to the bookshop owner, or manager. They 
also work with the rest of the bookshop team, if indeed there are any other members 
of staff.  

How do I become a bookseller? 

There is no qualification or experience required to become a bookseller – though 
previous experience in a customer service role is useful.  

As an experienced bookseller and depending on the type of shop you are working in, 
you might be able to progress to more senior bookshop roles such as Senior 
Bookseller, Assistant Manager or Bookshop Manager.  


